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Extending Healing in East Baltimore 

  
  
We have turned the corner to December. Against the long winter 
nights, we fill our towns with sparkling lights and our homes with 
glowing candles.  For Christians it  is a time of quiet waiting for the 
coming of the Light. We wait for the birth of the Christ Child who 
brings healing and hope to the hurting places. We wait for God’s 
coming among us with the power to break chains of oppression and 
make lives new.  
  
The Christ Child comes to us  in unexpected ways. In a birth to a poor 
young woman in a stable. In the extraordinary love and creativity of 
ordinary people. In communities that are caring and resilient and 
brave. You can see flashes of the light of Christ shining through this 
story of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in East Baltimore and its 1K 
Chruches ministry of microlending, as told by Pastor Gary Dittman. 
  
                                        ***************** 
  
When I was called to Amazing Grace 8 years ago, I had no idea how idea 
how this small urban congregation would be used by God to do such big 
things!  The congregation is community based and boldly follows where 
Jesus leads.  We are eager to extend God’s life-changing power into a 
neighborhood deeply impacted by the wounds of racism.  Community 

1K Churches 
Monthly Calls 

  

The Criterion team hosts 
monthly calls to support the 1k 
journey. Led by Rev. Phyllis 
Anderson, these informal calls 
are a time for participants to 
share insights, ask questions, 
and support each other. There 
is no need to RSVP, you are 
very welcome to just join us at 
the appropriate time and date 
by dialling 641.715.0875 using 
participant code 324443. 
  

Call schedule  
  

December 12, Tuesday  
11:00 AM -12:00 noon ET 
  

Chocolate for Stories 

  



gardens, afterschool programs, cooking classes, yoga.  All free. All 
focused to reach a religiously and culturally diverse community. 
  
So here’s the tricky thing, when you’re working on healing in a 
distressed, underserved, disinvested-in community (and I know that’s a 
mouthful): the wounds are deep.  The wounds in fact are 
gaping.   When Amazing Grace Lutheran Church partnered with First 
English Lutheran Church in Baltimore, we were sure of only one 
thing:  we wanted to extend the healing work already happening in our 
community. 
  
McElderry Park in East Baltimore is a neighborhood deeply impacted by 
violence, poverty, addiction and trauma.  The need for healing is 
immense.  Historical redlining and disinvestment by the city has led to 
dramatic disparities in health, employment opportunities, and access to 
capital for entrepreneurial engagements. 
  
Amazing Grace is a relationship-centered hub where activities and 
programs are community requested and directed.  The people are 
resourceful, smart, and innovative. They live in the neighborhood.  And 
one of the things we were hearing is that it would be beneficial to have 
access to money to solve problems and launch entrepreneurial 
endeavors.  
  
So we set up a partnership with First English church to provide no-
interest loans up to $2000 to community members and allow neighbors 
to pay back the loans within 18 months.  A leadership team in the AG 
congregation called Shepherds participate in interviewing candidates, 
hearing about the plan for repayment and the amount that will work 
with the family budget.  While First English funded the loans to begin 
with, Amazing Grace has also funded a few. 
  
Here’s a few of the loans we’ve given: 
  
· A grandmother newly raising her three grandchildren used a loan to 
get a vendor license to sell food plates from her grill in front of her 
house to support her grandchildren. 
· A young man who was a licensed electrician had recently been 
released from prison.  He used a loan to buy tools so he could secure 
employment. 
· A family repaired their car with borrowed funds to allow them to get 
to work reliably. 
· A painter from the community used a loan to purchase paint and 
equipment to begin his own painting service. 
  
The program has indeed extended the healing ministry.  Neighbors are 
honored and treated with dignity, respect, and trust.  Families have an 
opportunity to support themselves.  Lives are touched, all of our lives, 
and we get to be God’s people together.  It’s a good thing!    
  

                                                        -Pastor Gary Dittman  

  
  

Inspiration: Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing  

  
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die. 
born to raise each child of earth, 

Send your 1K stories for Fair 
Trade Chocolate! We want to 
hear the stories of your 
congregations. We invite you to 
send a story from your 
congregation’s experience with 
1K Churches to 
info@criterioninstitute.org.   
  

Include your contact 
information, and you will 
receive a small thank you gift 
of fair trade chocolate.  
  
  

About 1K Churches 

  

1K Churches Bible study and 
loan program provides a new 
way for local congregations to 
advance one of their mission 
priorities through finance. 
Based on their study and 
reflection on God’s economy 
through a five-week Bible 
study, the congregation makes 
a small loan to a small business 
in their community related to 
their mission concern. In the 
process, they form a new 
relationship with a local 
business owner, participate in 
the benefits the business offers 
the community and experience 
the power of using finance for 
good. 
  

1K Churches is a program of 
Criterion Institute, the 
leading think tank focused on 
finance as a tool for social 
change. For more information 
go to 
www.criterioninstitute.org. 
  

All the materials and staff 
support are offered at no cost 
to congregations. 
  

You can download all 1K 
Churches materials here or by 
visiting the Criterion Institute 
website. 
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born to give us second birth. 
Hark the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born king!” 
  
Text by Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

  
 

  

 
  

  
 

 


