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The Gift of 1K Churches 
 
In early January, many churches and cultures celebrate the three kings’
visit to the Christ Child, bringing their gifts of gold and frankincense
and myrrh.  Followers of Jesus continue the cycle of giving and
receiving, of sharing and giving thanks, all year long.  At Criterion
institute, we invite you to count 1K Churches among the gifts you have
received as you begin this year.
 
                            *****************
 
1K Churches is a gift from Criterion Institute.  It is meant for people
like you – people of faith, people who want their whole lives – including
their economic lives – to be open to the movement of God’s creative,
life-giving Spirit.  1K Churches is a gift that empowers you with others
in your congregation to imagine God’s economy and to believe that you
can help shape economic life to be more like God’s dream for human
flourishing. 
 
Some of you have engaged the 1K Churches program at your church
and have stories to tell about how this gift enriched your members and
your community. Others are still thinking about it or waiting for the
right time. The beginning of this new year is a great time to pull
together your group and begin the 1K experience.  Or to consider
making a second loan.  New and updated materials are available for
you to download here and use as a gift. 
 
The Wider Mission of Criterion Institute
 

 

About 1K Churches
 
1K Churches Bible study and
loan program provides a new
way for local congregations to
advance one of their mission
priorities through finance. Based
on their study and reflection on
God’s economy through a five-
week Bible study, the
congregation makes a small loan
to a small business in their
community related to their
mission concern. In the process,
they form a new relationship
with a local business owner,
participate in the benefits the
business offers the community
and experience the power of
using finance for good.
 
1K Churches is a program of
Criterion Institute, the
leading think tank focused on
finance as a tool for social
change. For more information
go to www.criterioninstitute.org.
 
All the materials and staff
support are offered at no cost to
congregations.
 

https://criterioninstitute.org/our-church-work/1kchurches/bible-study-resources/
http://www.criterioninstitute.org/


Criterion’s mission is to invite and equip change makers within the
church and beyond to use finance as a tool for social change.  1K
Churches is one of the ways that Criterion fulfills its mission.  But it is
not the only way. 
 

Criterion Institute does RESEARCH to demonstrate what is 
possible, so that more people see themselves with the power
to reinvent the economy.
Criterion Institute develops and delivers TRAINING to help
leaders view the world differently, deepen their understanding
and advance their change work.
Criterion Institute develops collaborative INSTITUTIONAL 
PARTNERSHIPS because they have the capacity to implement
change and they inspire a large number of people to have a
different imagination and see greater possibilities in the world.

 
Exciting new goals to realize our mission
 
In the new year, Criterion Institute will sharpen its focus on the
transformation of power relations as the key to change in our world.  
 
Our three goals moving forward are to:
 
1. Radically expand the circles of people in our society who see
themselves using finance as a tool to create social change.  That
means intentionally reaching out to potential change-makers who
are most marginalized from the tools of finance and building
frameworks that prioritize lived experience in financial analysis.
 
2. More directly address issues of power, expertise and bias in
investment strategies, breaking past the boundaries inherent in current
approaches. 
 
3. Mobilize institutions to implement strategies that engage systems of
finance to make a positive difference in gender based violence.
Focusing on a particular social problem will help demonstrate the
potential of finance as a tool for social change. 
 
Beginning in 2018, Criterion will explore and test how changes in the
way finance works can have an impact on the global social challenge of
gender based violence.
 
Through 1K Churches, Criterion invites people of the Church to engage
with the systems of finance to bring about social good in the wider
world.  You do that through your congregations, through your
occupations, and through your own economic activity.  Criterion
Institute is a resource for you. 
 
We invite your participation as a conversation partner, a volunteer, a
story teller, an ambassador and a financial supporter.  Let us know how
you would like to be involved.  Send us a note at
info@criterioninstitute.org.
 
 

Inspiration: Prayer for Social
Justice
 
Yes, Jesus,
I want to be on your right side
or your left side,
not for any selfish reason.
I want to be on your right or your best side,
not in terms of some political kingdom or ambition,
but I just want to be thee
in love and in justice and in truth
and in commitment to others,
so we can make of this old world a new world.  
Amen
                                        Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968)
 

You can download all 1K
Churches materials here or by
visiting the Criterion Institute
website.
 
 

Chocolate for Stories
 
Send your 1K stories for Fair
Trade Chocolate! We want to
hear the stories of your
congregations. We invite you to
send a story from your
congregation’s experience with
1K Churches to
info@criterioninstitute.org.  
 
Include your contact
information, and you will receive
a small thank you gift of fair
trade chocolate.
 

https://criterioninstitute.org/our-church-work/1kchurches/bible-study-resources/

